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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
above-idennfied application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A fishing lure, comprising: 

a body having at least one cavity in a midsection of the body for receiving a weight, a 
shank containing region extending between the at least one cavity in the midsection of the 
body and a nose of the body, and at least one opening in a top surface of body; 

a hook having a weight coupled to the hook along a shank of the hook such that the 
weight is positioned closer to a throat of the hook than to a line recei\ ing portion of the hook, 

wherein the hook is positioned in the at least one cavity such that at least a portion of 
the weight contacts inner surfaces of the at least one cavity thereby resisting the hook from 
being pulled from the body through the shank containing region when the hook is pulled at 
the line receiving ponion of the hook; 

wherein the weight coupled to the hook is positioned in the at least one cavity in the 
body such that a midpoint of the weight is proximate to a midpoint of the lure such that a 
longitudinal axis of the lure is generally horizontal when the lure is in water; and 
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wherein the at least one cavity includes an inner wall in the midsection of the body 
having a portion that is generally orthogonal to the shank containing region that prevents thi 
weight from being pulled through the shank containing regiomjjnd 

wTwein a leading edge of the weigh t anached to the honk is ^:nerallY orthogonalto. 
the shank, and the leading edge of the weight contacts the po rtion of the cavity that is 
generally orthogonal to the shank containing reg* ™ tn provgnT rhe hook from bemg nulled 
through the shank containing region, 

2. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 1 , wherein bottom aspects of the 
weight are substantially enclosed by the body. 

3. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 1 , wherein at least a porrion of the 
weight is coupled to a bend of the hook. 

4. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 3, wherein the weight further 
comprises a base. 

5. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 4, wherein the base extends 
substantially an entire length of the weight. 
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6. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 4, funher comprising at least one body 
saving device coupled to the base. 

7. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 6, wherein the body saving device 
comprises at least one protrusion extending from an outer surface of me base proximate to an 
edge of the weight positioned proximate to a bottom edge of the body. 

8. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 7, wherein the 4t least one protrusion 
comprises at least one protrusion extending from each side of the weight. 

9. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 8, wherein the at least one protrusion 
comprises at least two protrusions on a first side and at least two protrusions on a second side 
generally opposite the first side. 

1 0. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 1 , wherein the weight is formed from 
materials selected from the group consisting of lead, tin, and tungsten. 

1 1 . (Original) The fishing 1 ore of claim 1 , wherein the weight has a base 
aligned generally with the shank of the hook that extends wider than a width of the hook. 
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12. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 1, wherein the body includes a head at 
a first end, a tail at a second end generally opposite to the first end, and at least one set of legs 
extending from the head. 

13. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 1, wherein the body further includes a 
plurality of ribs extending around the body and positioned generally orthogonal to a 
longitudinal axis of the body. 

1 4. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 1 , wherein the *t least one cavity 
includes a weight containing region and a shank containing region extending from me weight 
containing region toward a nose of the body and si2ed to allow a shank of the hook to be 
inserted into the shank containing region but to restrict the weight from being inserted into 
the shank containing region. 

15. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 1 , wherein the line receiving region is 
an eye protruding through a leading surface of the body. 

16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A fishing lure resembling a shrimp, comprising: 
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an elongated body configured to resemble a shnmp and having at least one cavity in a 
midsection of the body, a head, a tail, and a plurality of legs extending from the head; 

a hook having a weight coupled to the hook along a shank of the hook such that the 
weight is positioned closer to a throat of the hook than to a Une receiving portion of the hook; 

wherein the hook is positioned in the at least one cavity such that at least a portion of 
the weight contacts inner surfaces of the at least one cavity thereby resisting the hook from 
being pulled from the body when the hook is pulled at the line receiving portion of the hook; 

wherein the weight coupled to the hook is positioned in the at least one cavity in the 
body such that a midpoint of the weight is proximate to a midpoint ot the lure such that a 
longitudinal axis of the lure is genially horizontal when the lure js in water to resemble the 
natural attitude of a shrimp; and 

wherein the at least one cavity includes an inner wall in the midsection of the body 
having a portion that is generally orthogonal to the shank containing region that prevents the 
weight from being pulled through the shank containing regioniand 

wherein a leading edge of the weight attach^ jp. ft? h<™ k is generally orthogonal tp_ 
thft thank, and the leading edge of the w eight contacts the portion of the cavity that is 
gfinerallv orthogonal to the shank contai ning region to prevent the hook from being pulled 
through the shank containing region. 



18. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 17, wherein bnttom aspects of the 
weight are substantially enclosed by the body. 
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19. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 17, further comprising an opening m a 
top surface of the elongated body in communication with the at least one cavity. 

20. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 1 7, wherein at least a portion of the 
weight is coupled to a bend of the hook. 

2 1 . (Original) The fishing lure of claim 17, farther comprising a base coupled 
to the weight. 

22. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 2 1 , wherein the base extends 
substantially the entire width of the weight, and the base has a width wider than other 
portions of the weight. 

23 . (Original) The fishing lure of claim 2 1 , further comprising at least one 
body saving device coupled to the base. 

24. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 23 , wherein the body saving device 
comprises at least one protrusion extending from an outer surface of ihe base proximate to an 
edge of the weight positioned proximate to a bottom edge of the body. 
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25. (Onginal) The fishing lure of claim 24, wherein The at least one protrusion 
comprises at least one protrusion extending from each side of the weight. 

26. (Original) The fashing lure of claim 25, wherein the at least one protrusion 
comprises at least two protrusions on a first side and at least two pron usions on a second side 
generally opposite the first side. 

27. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 1 7, wherein the weight is formed from 
materials selected from the group consisting of lead, tin, and tungsten. 

28. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 17, wherein the at least one cavity 
includes a weight containing region and a shank containing region extending from the weight 
containing region toward a leading end of the body and sized to allow a shank of the hook to 
be inserted into the shank containing region but to restrict the weight from being inserted into 
the shank containing region. 

29. (Original) The fishing lure of claim 17, wherein the line receiving region is 
an eye protruding through a leading surface of the body. 

30. (Canceled) 
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31- (Withdrawn) A hook, comprising; 
a shank; 

a line receiving element attached to the shank; 
a bend extending from the shank; 
a point on the bend, 

a weight coupled to at least a portion of the bend of the hook; 
abase having a width wider than a width of the shank and extending substantially 
along an entire length of the weight; and 

at least one body savmg device attached to the base 

32 . (Withdrawn) The hook of claim 3 1 , wherein the at least one body saving 
device is at least one protrusion extending from an outer surface of the base proximate to an 
edge of the weight. 

33. (Withdrawn) The hook of claim 32, wherein the at le^st one protrusion 
comprises at least one protrusion extending from each side of the weight, 

34. (Withdrawn) The hook of claim 33, wherein the at leiist one protrusion 
comprises at least two protrusions on a first side and at least two protrusions on a second side 
generally opposite the first side. 
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35. (Withdrawn) The hook of claim 31, wherein the weight is formed from 
materials selected from the group consisting of lead, tin, and tungsten. 



(WP322074;1( 



10 



PAGE 13/18 1 RCVD AT 7/25/2006 4:36:38 PM [Eastern Daylight Fane] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/10 * DNIS:27383W * CSID:5616596313 * DURATION (mnKS):04-10 



